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THE DUTCH TAKE MANHATTAN:  
PETER STUYVESANT  

HONORED AT ST. MARKõS CHURCH 

On September 11th, the Commissioner of The 
Queen of the Netherlands and members of the 
Executive Board of the province of Friesland, 
paid homage to their Frisian brother, Peter Stuy-
vesant, the last Dutch Governor of New Amster-
dam, who is buried at St. Markõs Church In-the-
Bowery.  
 
St. Markõs Historic Landmark Fund in partnership 
with the Society of Daughters of Holland Dames 
and St. Markõs Church In-the-Bowery, on the 
occasion of this yearõs celebration of the 400th 
Anniversary of Henry Hudsonõs òVoyage of Dis-
covery,ó were pleased to welcome the Commis-
sioner of the Queen, Mr. J.J. Jorritsma, and a dele-
gation of twenty individuals representing the 
province of Friesland, including Mrs. J.W. De 
Vries, Minister of Cultural Affairs, and Mr. F. 
Crone, Mayor of Leeuwarden.                                                                  
 
The stained glass window of Peter Stuyvesant, a 
gift received from the Society of Daughters of 
Holland Dames in 1903, was re-
dedicated as part of a program  
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ST. MARKõS HISTORIC LANDMARK FUND 
NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION CENTER  

ACTIVITIES UPDATE NOVEMBER 2009 

I am happy to report that 
thanks to the support and 
enthusiasm of so many friends 
and colleagues, the St. Markõs 
Historic Landmark Fund has 
had a productive year.   
 
It was a year of anniversaries 

ð the 400th of Henry Hud-

sonõs Arrival, the 100th of 

James Marston Fitch (to 

whom we dedicated the an-

nual Spring lecture), the 40th 

of the St. Markõs Historic Dis-

trict, the 30th of the St. Markõs 

Historic Landmark Fund and 

the 10th of the Neighborhood 

Preservation Center.  We have 

celebrated most of them, but 

it is going to take two years to 

do it all.  

This Update highlights some 
of 2009õs accomplishments. A 
few other noteworthy items:   

The NYC Designation Re-
port Database project was 
completed; 

The Historic Districts 
Council, Greenwich Village 
Society for Historic Preser-
vation and Landmark Fund 
co-hosted a garden party in 
the Churchõs West Yard  to 
celebrate the anniversary 

FROM THE DIRECTOR  

Members of the Society of Daughters of Holland Dames 
rededicating the Stuyvesant Window.  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT:  
TRIANGLE FIRE  
REMEBRANCE  
COALITION  
 
In preparation for a city-wide com-
memoration in honor of the centen-
nial of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory 
Fire, the Triangle Fire Remembrance 
Coalition launched in March of this 
year and has set up a virtual office at 
the Center. 

 
The infamous fire took the lives of 
146 mostly Jewish and Italian 
garment workers in 1911 and gal-

vanized the movement for social 
justice. 

The Coalition is organizing educa-
tional, commemorative, and memo-
rial activities that promote active so-
cial engagement. In concert with or-
ganizations and individuals across the 
city, they are creating a living memo-
rial to remember not  

Coalition members preparing for the 2009 
Labor Day Parade 
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From the St. Markõs Archives: 
War of 1812 Brings Financial Ruin to 

Daniel D. Tompkins 
 
Former Gover-
nor of New 
York and Vice 
President of the 
United States, 
as well as 1st 
Sovereign 
Grand Com-
mander of the 
Ancient Ac-
cepted Scottish 
Rite of the 
Freemasons, 
Daniel D. 
Tompkins was 
an exceptionally 
likeable and  patriotic figure in U.S. history who 
sacrificed his personal fortune in defending NYS 
in the War of 1812.  
  
New York was especially vulnerable to attack 
because of its exposed  frontiers along the Cana-
dian border and its susceptibility to British inva-
sion by sea. When the New York state legislature 
would not approve the necessary funds for the 
war, Tompkins borrowed money and used his 
own property as collateral even though he knew 
that he would be subjecting himself to financial 
ruin.  
  
After the war, rivals of Tompkins accused him 
of mishandling funds that were entrusted to him, 
largely for political reasons.  As a result, neither 
the state nor the federal government would reim-
burse him and the matter of how much money 
was owed to Tompkins was left unresolved for 
over a decade, causing Tompkins great financial 
distress.  His financial problems, coupled with 
the stress of the false accusations, took a toll on 
his health.  Tompkins became an alcoholic and 
as Vice President sometimes presided over the 
Senate while drunk.  
   

Daniel D. Tompkins who is buried in 
his father-in-law, Mangle Minthorneôs  
family vault at St. Markôs Church. 

 
that included remarks by several speakers,  
the reading a letter from Joan K. Davidson, 
Chair of Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quad-
ricentennial Commission, and the reading of 
poems written and exchanged between Pe-
ter Stuyvesant and a friend, Johan Farret.  
The poems were read in Dutch and English 
by Rod Jellema and Jelle Krol who trans-
lated them, and a plaque with the text of 
these poems was presented to the Rev. 
Winnie Varghese, Priest-in-Charge of St. 
Markõs Church. As part of the program,  
Dr. Jaap Jacobs, a Dutch Historian cur-
rently working on a biography of Peter 
Stuyvesant, reflected on Stuyvesant in New 
Amsterdam. Afterwards, Mrs. De Vries presented a snowbell tree as a gift to 
the St. Markõs, which was planted in the Churchõs East Yard. In her presenta-
tion Mrs. De Vries noted that Friesland is known in the Netherlands as a prov-
ince of skating, snow and ice and hopefully New Yorkers will think of 
Friesland when they see the treeõs tiny white flowers that hang like little bells.  
 
Over 100 people were in attendance for this event, which marked the first offi-
cial visit of a delegation from Friesland to St. Markõs. The Landmark Fund was 
honored to be part of the program and is pleased to now have in its library a 
copy of Famous Frisians in America (edited by Peter de Haan and Kerst Huis-
man) which includes the poems of Stuyvesant and Farret read at St. Markõs.  

Mrs. J.W. De Vries planting the tree in 
the East Yard of St. Markôs.  

LANDMARK FUND COURTS DUTCH ROYALTY  
 
As part of the 400th Anniversary celebration of Henry Hudsonõs arrival in New 

York Harbor, Prince of Orange, Willem-
Alexander and Princess Maxima arrived in New 
York among much fan-fare, meeting with such 
dignitaries as Secretary-of-State Hillary Clinton 
and Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
 
On September 12th, upon special invitation 
from the Consul General of the Netherlands, 
Felicia Mayro, representing the Landmark Fund 
and Five Dutch Days Five Boroughs, met with 
the Crown Prince during a garden party on 
Governorõs Island. She described the work of 
Five Dutch Days, a project for which the 
Landmark Fund serves as the fiscal sponsor 
and co-organizer. 

Prince Willem-Alexander and Felicia 
Mayro, Director of Landmark Fund 

The Dutch contôd from p.1 
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VIRTUAL OFFICES AVAILABLE FOR  
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION GROUPS  
 
If your organization is 
in need of a base of 
operation, the 
Neighborhood Preser-
vation Center offers 
virtual offices to anyone 
working toward the 
improvement or preser-
vation of the built envi-
ronment. At affordable 
rates, virtual office groups may receive their mail at the Cen-
ter, use the phone, fax machine, copier and computers. 
Groups such as Minerva Partners, the Lower East Side Pres-
ervation Initiative and the Fine Arts Federation use this ser-
vice. For more information, call 212-228-2781. 
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RUTHIE LUTZ: VOLUNTEER OF A LIFETIME  
 
New York City native Ruthie Lutz, 
who has been volunteering at the 
Neighborhood Preservation Center 
for nearly five years,  has dedicated a 
lifetime to community service. She 
came to us through one of our for-
mer incubator groups, the 
Neighborhood Open Space Coali-
tion/Friends of Gateway (NOSC) 
and at 95 years-old, her dedication 
to volunteering is inspiring.   
 
The second youngest, Ruthie is the last surviving of nine children 
and according to her niece, Toby  Brandt, who also volunteers at 
NOSC, she was the ònicest and gentlest of all the aunts.ó  
 
During World War II, she volunteered for Ready as Needed, a 
U.S. military program geared toward civilians in assisting with the 
war effort. She has two sonsñone of them, Mark Allen Lutz, 
works at an Air Force school in Germany and the other, Dave 
Lutz, is the Executive Director of NOSC. When her sons were 
teenagers, Ruthie became a single parent and so she took a full-
time job to support the family. She worked alongside medical 
professionals at the New York City Department of Health for 
about 25 years before retiring at age 70. She worked in varying 
divisions, including the executive office where she met her cur-
rent practitioner, who at the time worked for her. 
 
After she retired, she volunteered at the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den which complemented her passion for gardening and then 
began working for NOSC and ultimately, the Neighborhood 
Preservation Center. To reach the Center, she normally com-
mutes once a week from her Bensonhurst home, which by bus, 
can take an hour or more. 
 
When asked what drives her to volunteer, she replied that itõs the 
people, mostly. When not volunteering, she enjoys reading ear-
worn paperback novels and spending time with her family.  

 
 

of the St. Markõs Historic District and those involved in 
its protection, past and present; 

Thanks, in part, to a generous grant from the Mabee Fam-
ily Foundation, we were able to undertake necessary tree 
care and pruning of the ivy in the yards of St. Markõs; and 

Finally, we approach the year end on a celebratory note, 
having secured a seed grant from the Nationaal Restu-
aratiefonds in the Netherlands to repair and restore the 
10th Street Archway Entrance to the Churchõs West Yard. 
On November 22, NRF Chairman, Professor Pieter Van 
Vollenhoven, husband of Princess Margriet, visited St. 
Markõs and presented Landmark Fund Trustee, Georgia 
Delano, with a check. We invite you to join us in raising 
the matching funds and seeing this beautiful entrance re-
stored. 

 
We look ahead to 2010 and hope to see you.    
           - Felicia Mayro 

From the Director contôd from p.1 

 
only the people who died but the powerful social conscience and action that their deaths inspired. 
 
In September, the Coalition participated in the Labor Day Parade, floating 146 Shirtwaists up the Avenue. On November 22nd, 
they celebrated the Uprising of 20,000, the largest strike by women to date in American history, with a public event.  
 
The Coalition welcomes the participation of all groups as they remember the individuals who were lost and honor the on-going 
fight for a better world for all. For more information, visit their website at www.rememberthetrianglefire.org 

Triangle Fire contôd from p.1 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD  
PRESERVATION CENTER  
HOLIDAY ONLINE AUCTION  
Nov. 30th ð Dec. 7th 
 
Shop ahead of the curve this year and join 
us for our first online holiday auction! 
Proceeds from the auction will help sup-
port the Neighborhood Preservation Cen-
ter so that it may continue to facilitate the 
efforts of community groups working 
toward the improvement and protection 
of NYCõs diverse neighborhoods.  
 
Gift certificates from the Adventure Soci-
ety, Film Forum and Urban Oyster to 
some of the East Villageõs best restaurants 
are just some of the items that will be 
available for purchase. For further details, 
visit www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org. 
 

SCREENING:  
JAMES MARSTON FITCH:  
PIONEER IN PRESERVATION 
EDUCATION  by Frank Muhly, Jr.  
TRT: 40 min., 1996  
Thursday, Dec. 3rd ð 6:30pm 
Neighborhood Preservation Center 
232 East 11th Street  Free  Admission. 
RSVP required: 212-228-2781 or  
info@neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org.  

 
James Fitch was a pioneer in the move-

ment to preserve 
Americaõs archi-
tectural heritage. 
The Graduate 
Program in Pres-
ervation that he 
founded at Co-
lumbia University 
has become a 
model of a hu-
manistic under 

standing of the built environment.  In 
this affectionate portrait, two graduates 
of the Columbia program, Christine  
Ferinde and Jon Calame,  look at Fitchõs 
ideas at work, particularly in NYC lo-
cales such as Ellis Island and Grand 
Central that have become beloved 
American icons. Co-Sponsored by the 
Neighborhood Preservation Center and Preser-
vation Alumni 
 

NIGHT/SHIFT  
Presentation by Author Lynn Saville 
Tuesday, Dec. 8th ð 6:30pm 
Neighborhood Preservation Center 
232 East 11th Street. Free  Admission. 
RSVP required: 212-228-2781 or  
info@neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org.  
 

In her recent book, Night/Shift, Lynn 
Saville has captured urban landscapes at 
twilight and dawn, revealing the stark 
paradoxes between day and darkness. 
She will discuss the progression of her 
work from earlier black and white noc-
turnes and talk about the surprising oc-
casional ghostlike shadowy figures that 
have begun to appear in her photo-
graphs.  
 

A LOOK BACK AT PAST  
PROGRAMS  
 
August was a busy month as the 
Neighborhood Preservation Center 
hosted several programs, beginning on  

August 11th and 12th with a Meet-n-Greet led 
by a project in residence at the Center, 
ioby.org, which stands for òin our backyards.ó 
Ioby.org is the first online micro-philanthropic 
initiative to support local environmental ac-
tion. They highlighted initiatives led by their 
project groups including Transportation Alter-
natives, the Rockaway Waterfront Alliance and 
6/15 Green, a community garden in Park Slope, 
Brooklyn. 
 
On August 13th, Jon Calame, founding part-
ner of Minerva Partners and co-author of Di-
vided Cities, explored the logic of violent ur-
ban partitions along ethnic lines in Beirut, Jeru-
salem, Mostar and Nicosia. A thoughtful 
roundtable discussion followed his presenta-
tion.  
 
The following week on August 20th, vintage 
postcard collector and author, Michael V. 
Susi, shared his fascinating collection of images 
of lost and threatened sanctuaries in Lost 
Churches of The Upper West Side. This 
program was co-sponsored by the Center and 
Landmark West!  

Contôd on p.5 
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